


































































São Paulo. Photo by Pops Lopes
05-17
18-40
Conceptualising Urban Agroecology 
Photo by Madrid Agroecologico
Practices and City Initiatives
Photo by GEAG
Urban Policies Supporting Agroecology
Photo by AGRUPAR 
Citizen Activism and Social Movements
Photo by Rohan Ayinde
65-75
41-64
Urban Agriculture magazine    •    number 33   •  November 2017
8
www.ruaf.org
In this article we capture three things at once: the 
reason for this special issue, the thinking behind 
the 8th Annual Conference of the AESOP 
Sustainable Food Planning (SFP) group (Coventry, 
2017) and the core mission of the International 
Forum for an Agroecological Urbanism. The 
Forum and the Magazine will be launched at the 
AESOP SFP conference whose theme this year is 
“Reimagining food planning, building resource-
fulness: Food movements, insurgent planning and 
heterodox economics”. 
Background





The problem with food within western 
urbanisation 
As	urban	scholars	working	on	the	politics	of	urban	land	and	
processes	 of	 urban	 development,	 we	 have	 been	 too	 well	




in	 classifying	different	 spatial	urban	 functions	 in	 the	 city	
plan,	 did	 not	 include	 agriculture	 or	 food	 production.	
Modernism	 has	 driven	 zoning	 and	 urban	 planning	 for	
decades	 and	 has	 been	 extremely	 influential	 since	 the	
beginning	of	the	20th	Century.	But	western	urbanisation	has	











value	 high	 profit	 activities	 (real	 estate)	 and	 de-value	









food	 allocation	 choices	 of	 both	 private	 individuals	 and	








From Agriculture in the City to an 
Agroecological Urbanism:  
The transformative pathway of urban (political) agroecology
Photo by Maria Caterina Feole ©










Urban challenge and new value systems
Of	course,	there	is	a	whole	range	of	experiences	–	many	of	
which	extensively	presented	in	the	previous	issues	of	the	UA	




in	 which	 neoliberal	 urbanism	 shape	 and	 constraints	
opportunities	 for	 change,	 which	 are	 often	 overseen.	 Too	
many	food	initiatives	tend	to	think	of	cities	as	a	container,	a	
place	where	to	make	change,	disregarding	broader	ecological	
and	 social	 interconnections	 (issues	 of	 global	 justice,	 for	










collective	arrangements	 (i.e.	housing,	 food,	 transport)	and	
the	impossibility	of	self-provision,	and	the	way	capitalism/
finance	work	 as	 its	 engine-	 poses	 specific	 challenges	 and	
conditions	which	 are	 deeply	 structural	 and	 that	 to	 bring	












food	 growing	 and	 cooking,	 but	 rather	 begin	 to	 imagine	
urbanisms	that	enables	to	incorporate	food	production	and	
consumption	in	all	its	dimensions.





The	 thought	 behind	 the	 theme	 of	 the	 conference	was	 to	













across	 communities	 and	 generations.	 Agroecosystems,	
while	specific	to	each	geographical	context,	share	a	number	






their	ability	 to	 conceive	of	and	deliver	alternative ways of 
producing food.
Agroecology	 is	also	being	strongly	mobilised	as	a political 
tool.	Its	strong	links	with	the	international	food	sovereignty	
movement,	 and	 its	 inclination	 to	 action-oriented,	
transdisciplinary	 and	 participatory	 processes	 has	 led	 to	
defining	it	simultaneously	as	a	science,	a	movement	and	a	
practice.	 Political	 agroecology	 and	 urban	 political	
agroecology	 are	 taking	 shape	 at	 the	 crossroads	 between	
scholar	 activism	 and	 urban	movements,	 although	 its	 full	
political	 potential	 is	 yet	 to	 be	 metabolised.	 The	 work	 of	
Barbara	Van	Dyck	in	this	issue	(see	page	5)	is	very	telling	and	
an	important	step	in	this	journey.
Striving	 for	 resource	 sovereignty	 in	 profit-driven	 urban	
environments,	a	number	of	politically-active	food	growing	
initiatives	are	effectively	building	the	ground	for	a	nascent	
urban	political	 agroecology	 (see	 Just	 Space	 in	 London,	 for	
example,	and	a	number	of	contributions	here).	So,	while	La	
Via	 Campesina	 and	 other	 coalitions	 striving	 for	 food	
sovereignty	are	framed	predominantly	within	rural,	agrarian	
and	 peasant	 imaginaries	 and	 communities,	 an	 urban	
political	 agroecology,	 which	 focusses	 on	 how	 the	 ‘urban’	
differently	 questions	 and	 provides	 opportunities	 of	 food	
provision,	is	slowly	taking	shape.
We	believe	that	agroecology	as	a	praxis,	and	urban	political	
agroecology	 as	 a	 politically	 aware	 way	 of	 enacting	
agroecological	 dynamics	 of	 food	 production	 and	
consumption	 in	 the	 city,	 can	 provide	 the	 social	 glue	 (the	
value	system)	and	the	political	twist,	upon	which	to	build	a	
new	mode	of	urbanisation.	
International forum for an agroecological 
urbanism
What	if	solidarity,	mutual	learning,	interspecies	(more	than	
human)	 exchanges,	 environmental	 stewardship,	 food	
sovereignty	and	people’s	resourcefulness	were	the	principles	
of	 a	 new	 paradigm	 for	 urbanisation?	 How	 would	 urban	




and	 the	whole	 ensemble	 of	 planning	 and	 socio-technical	
arrangements	 change,	 if	 they	 were	 informed	 by	 urban	
agroecology?	How	can	we	begin	to	radically	transform	the	
food	disabling	urban	 landscapes	 that	 have	 systematically	
displaced	 food	production,	 recovering	both	historical	 food	
growing	practices	and	imagining	new	urban	arrangements?












nurture	 an	 International	 Forum	 for	 an	 Agroecological	
Urbanism	 (IFAU).	 The	 Forum	 is	 a	 statement	 against	 the	
isolation	of	disciplinary	specialisation.	A	way	to	acknowledge	
the	need	to	see	the	big	picture.	To	think	of	transport,	housing,	




Building an agroecological urbanism.	The	Forum	is	a	way	to	
bring	in	conversation	the	knowledge	that	already	exists	into	
a	 coordinating	 and	 strategising	 platform	 where	 new	
planning	practices	and	political	trajectories	can	be	imagined.	
There	 are	 thousands	 of	 individuals	 with	 solid	 knowledge	
relevant	for	this	project,	which	we	would	like	to	reach	out	to.	
We	 mean	 individuals	 with	 practical	 knowledge	 (i.e.,	 in	
agroforestry,	organic	 indoor	or	 rooftop	horticulture,	waste	
management,	 renewable	 energy,	 social	 economy,	
neighbourhood	kitchens	schemes,	etc.).	But	also	individuals	
working	 around	 conceptual	 models	 (transport	 systems,	






main	 obstacles	 and	 successes	 in	 building	 new	 collective	
arrangements	(i.e.	community	kitchens)	and/or	mobilising	
heterodox	 agroecological	 practices	 and	 ethics.	 In	 sum,	we	
aim	to	gather,	share	and	give	visibility	 to	knowledges	and	
experiences	 that	 together	will	help	visualising,	 imagining	
and	conceptualising	an	agroecological	urbanism.	
Empowering an agroecological urbanism. The	Forum	is	also	a	
space	for	dialogue	where	to	reflect	on	the	political,	social	and	
ecological	 processes	 that	 are	 needed	 for	 building	 an	
agroecological	 urbanism.	 A	 place	 where	 to	 build	 an	
international	 movement,	 where	 to	 imagine	 political	
trajectories	of	empowerment	with	unusual	combinations	of	
actors	 (i.e.	 agrarian	 and	urban	movements),	 to	 build	new	
solidarities,	to	share	activist	tactics.	To	map	out	what	spheres	
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Urban	Agriculture	Magazine	(UA	Magazine) is produced by the RUAF 
Foundation (a global partnership on sustainable Urban Agriculture 
and Food Systems), in close collaboration with strategic partners on 
particular topics addressed in each magazine. 
UA	Magazine is published twice a year on the RUAF website  
(www.ruaf.org). 
UA	Magazine facilitates the sharing of information on the impacts of 
urban agriculture, promotes analysis and debate on critical issues for 
development of the sector, and publishes “good practices” in urban 
agriculture. 
UA	Magazine	welcomes contributions on new initiatives at 
individual, neighbourhood, city and national levels. Attention is 
given to technical, socioeconomic, institutional and policy aspects 
of sustainable urban food production, marketing, processing and 
distribution systems. Although articles on any related issue are 
welcome and considered for publication, each UA Magazine focuses 
on a selected theme (for previous issues, visit: www.ruaf.org).
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This issue was compiled by Femke Hoekstra from RUAF together with 
Chiara Tornaghi from the Centre for Agroecology, Water and 




This Magazine has been produced with 
funding from the Centre for 
Agroecology, Water and Resilience, 
Coventry University, UK.
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natural	 and	 social	 scientists	 making	 extensive	 use	 of	 co-inquiry	 and	 blurring	 of	
boundaries	 between	 scientific,	 professional,	 citizen,	 and	 indigenous	 knowledge	
systems.	CAWR’s	research	focusses	on	five	interlinked	research	themes:




projects	 focus	 on	 the	 social,	 cultural,	 economic	 and	 political	 dimensions	 of	 the	
relationship	 between	 people	 and	 the	 production	 and	 consumption	 of	 food	 and	
water.	 Particular	 emphasis	 is	 put	 on	 the	 linked	 nature	 of	 social,	 ecological	 and	
environmental	systems	and	the	role	of	communities	in	mediating	resilience	to	change	
and	transformations	for	social	justice	and	sustainable	living.




that	 have	 low	 carbon	 and	 ecological	 footprints	 in	 rural	 and	 urban	 contexts.	 Our	
transdisciplinary	research	on	agroecological	models	of	production	in	rural	and	urban	
areas	 also	 focuses	 on	 how	 to	 reintroduce	 biodiversity	 in	 farming	 (intercropping,	
agroforestry,	 polycultures…)	 to	 reduce	 farmers’	 vulnerability	 to	market	 volatility	 and	
climate	change	as	well	as	re-localise	food	and	water	systems	in	rural	and	urban	territories.







4.  Enabling policies and institutions for resilient food and water systems. Our	 research	
identifies	the	policies	and	institutions	needed	to	scale	up	and	mainstream	equitable	
and	resilient	systems	for	food	and	water	security.	CAWR’s	work	focuses	in	particular	on	
exploring	 the	policies	and	 institutional	 frameworks	needed	 to	enhance	community	
self-organisation	 for	 social	 justice	and	 socio-ecological	 resilience	at	different	 scales.	
Power	and	the	politics	of	knowledge	are	central	to	our	thinking,	and	our	research	aims	
to	 better	 understand	 how,	 -	 and	 under	what	 conditions	 -,	 can	 citizens	 to	 be	more	
centrally	 involved	 in	policy-making	and	 the	governance	of	 resilient	 food	and	water	
systems	in	rural	and	urban	settings.
5.  People’s knowledge and transdisciplinarity. Underpinning	 this	 cross	 cutting	 research	
theme	 is	 the	 belief	 that	 everyone	 is	 able	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	 production	 of	 new	
knowledge.	 Some	 people	 have	 formal	 training	 as	 experts.	 Some	 people’s	 expertise	




As	 part	 of	 its	 vision	 of	 influencing	policy	 and	practice,	 CAWR	 is	 committed	 to	 bringing	
together	the	science,	transformative	practices,	and	social	movements	working	for	agroecology,	
food	sovereignty,	water	justice,	and	environmental	sustainability	in	rural	and	urban	contexts.
